crews, most of which were involved with the burnouts, occurred
on Saturday, Sept. 16.

SUCCESSFUL BOUT operations around the perimeter of the
Jolly Mountain Wildfire created most of the smoke the Upper
County has seen in the past few days. The last brief for night

Several days with hazardous

by Jim Fossett :
. jim@nkctribune.com ESIT AN

UPPER KITT,

air quality
el

of the Jolly Mountain Fire
the region has experienced
few days without smoke.
First it came from the
wildfires in British Colum-
bia — 1,249 of them at sea-
son’s end — the largest of
those igniting early in July,
including Stillwater Lake
(growing to 28 square
miles), Lucas Lake (to 32
square miles), and Ele-
phant Hill (to 741 square
miles). According to the
British Columbia Wildfire
Service wildfires in that
country consumed about
4,517 square miles, an area

POOR AIR QUALITY levels have plagued the Upper County for a good portion of the summer a5
this photo illustrates at the Conner Lumber Mill in the Teanaway, where last week there wasa't 2 hali-
mile of visibility. N.K.C. TRIBUNE/ Sim Fossest photn - 2017

WHAT’S INSIDE

roughly equivalent to twice
the size of Kittitas County.
On Aug. 11 the Jolly

Wildfire Incident Com-
mand for a transition to a
Type 3 Team.

(Callendan SRR B4  Mountain and Norse Peak Although through the
ClassiiodiAds IR B8 Wildfires ignited. Early in summer and approaching
Comics / Puzzles . Online the game many didn't the first day of fall tomor-
EDitarios S None know the smoke was actu- row, the Upper County ex-
T VO ke oo A6 ally coming from Norse perienced several brief
Sports ........... ity B6 Peak, not Jolly Mountain. respites from smoke most
VIIEES o assoi AL As of Saturday, Sept 16, people surveyed believe this
oo ihe P A2 successful burnout initia- is the smokiest fire season

INSERTS

tives around the perimeter
of Jolly Mountain contin-

in recent history, measura-
bly worse than the Table

ued to produce smoke — Mountain and Taylor Bridge
B Rite-Aid but they also served to put Wildfires five years ago.
B Safeway the fire at 30% contain- “And pretty soon we’ll

Nortuern KitriTas County
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ment. That positioned the
region for lower EVAC lev-
els and the Jolly Mountain

be complaining about win- -

ter cold,” quipped one res-
ident.




